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NEWS ITEMS 

Victor E. Emil, Ph.D., of the Harvard Medical School, has 
been appointed instructor in biology at the George Washington 
University. 

Mr. Chas. T. Vorhies, of the University of Wisconsin, has been 
elected to the chair of biology in the University of Utah. 

Professor John M. Macfarlane, • professor of botany in the 
University of Pennsylvania, has returned from a collecting trip 
in the Gulf states. 

Dr. S. O. Mast, Johnston professor of biological science at Hope 
College, has been appointed associate professor of biology at 
the Woman's College of Baltimore. 

Dr. Clifton D. Howe, associate director of the Biltmore For- 
est School, Biltmore, North Carolina, has accepted an appoint- 
ment as lecturer in forestry in the University of Toronto. 

The Summer School of the Connecticut Agricultural College, 
which holds its seventh annual session July i to 24 inclusive, 
offers special courses in nature study and elementary agriculture. 
The school is planned to meet the needs of teachers and others 
interested in outdoor life. 

E. C. Parker, assistant agriculturist at the Minnesota Experi- 
ment Station, will sail on June 30 to become expert adviser to 
the government officials of Manchuria. With W. H. Tombave, 
now connected with the University of Pennsylvania, he will be 
employed in instituting modern methods of agriculture in Man- 
churia. 

Dr. Charles A. Kofoid, associate professor of histology and 
embryology in the University .of California and assistant director 
of the San Diego Marine Biological Laboratory, has been granted 
leave of absence and will spend the coming academic year in 
Europe, principally at Munich and Naples. He will also deliver 
lectures in Liverpool and London. 

Professor Leslie A. Lee, of Bowdoin College, who is noted 
especially for his research expeditions in Labrador and South 
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America, died May 20, at the Maine General Hospital. He was 
born at Woodstock, Vermont, in 1852. Since 1881 he 'had been 
professor of geology and biology at Bowdoin College, also in-^ 
structor in geology and evolution at Bangor Theological Seminary. 

A special summer meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science will be held at Hanover, New Hamp- 
shire, from June 29 to July 3, 1908, in the buildings of Dart- 
mouth College. Section G may hold no sessions, but full in- 
formation as to program, railroad rates, and hotel accommoda- 
tions may be obtained from the secretary, Dr. L. O. Howard, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington. 

By arrangement with the Bermuda Natural History Society, 
the Station for Research at Agar's Island will be open for about 
seven weeks this summer. There are accommodations for a 
limited number of instructors or research students in either 
zoology or botany. Steamers leave June 16 and June 30, thus 
making possible sessions of 48 or 34 days ; the cost of passage, 
board and lodging will be $110, or for the shorter session, $90. 

The fifth annual field " symposium," in which the Philadelphia 
Botanical Club, the Washington Botanical Club, and the Torrey 
Botanical Club will cooperate, will be held at Georgetown, Dela- 
ware (vicinity Lewes, Rehoboth, and Indian River), July 1 to 8, 
instead of July 6 to 12, as announced previously. The change 
was made for those having a short holiday on the Fourth. The 
headquarters will be at the Eagle Hotel, the rates being $1.50 
per day (perhaps less per week). 

The Conference of Governors on the Conservation of the 
Natural Resources of the Country, held in the White House, 
May 13—16, was followed closely by appropriate Congressional 
action ; measures have been adopted for the appointment of a 
commission to go over the ground and report as to the necessity 
and cost of such reserves. It also gives the consent of Congress 
to states which desire to cooperate with the government in con- 
serving their natural resources artd protecting their navigable 
streams. The resolutions framed by the governors included the 
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following paragraph of especial interest to botanists : " We urge 
the continuation and extension of forest policies adapted to secure 
the husbanding and renewal of our diminishing timber supply, the 
prevention of soil erosion, the protection of headwaters, and the 
maintenance of the purity and navigability of our streams. We 
recognize that the private ownership of forest lands entails respon- 
sibilities in the interests of all the people, and we favor the enact- 
ment of laws looking to the protection and replacement of pri- 
vately owned forests." 

The American Association for the Advancement of Science 
which meets in Baltimore for the June convocation week will 
devote one day to the celebration of the centennial of the birth of 
Charles Darwin (February 12,1 809) and the semicentennial of 
the publication of the " Origin of Species " (November 14, 1859). 
The program so far as arranged contains the following appropriate 
titles : " Natural Selection from the Standpoint of Zoology," by 
Edward B. Poulton, Oxford University ; " Natural Selection 
from the Standpoint of Botany," by John M. Coulter, University 
of Chicago ; " The Direct Effect of Environment," by D. T. 
MacDougal, Carnegie Institution of Washington ; " Mutation," 
by C. B. Davenport, Carnegie Institution of Washington ; " The 
Behavior of Unit Characters in Heredity," by W. E. Castle, 
Harvard University ; " The Isolation Factor," by David Starr 
Jordan, Stanford University ; " Adaptation," by C. H. Eigen- 
mann, Indiana University ; " The Bearing of Recent Cytological 
Studies on Heredity and Evolution," by E. B. Wilson, Columbia 
University ; " Evolution and Psychology," by G. Stanley Hall, 
Clark University ; and " Recent Paleontological Evidence of Evo- 
lution," by Henry Fairfield Osborn, Columbia University. It is 
proposed to print these addresses in a volume to appear during 
the centennial year. 

Dr. C. Stuart Gager, director of the laboratories of the New 
York Botanical Garden since February 1, 1906, has accepted the 
appointment of professor of botany in the University of Missouri, 
at Columbia, Mo. The above will be Dr. Gager's address after 
September 1, 1908. 



